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Australian Primary Mathematics Classroom

Editorial Policy and Guidelines.

Aim

To produce a quality national journal focusing on primary school mathematics. The APMC will:

· provide a forum for mathematics teachers and educators to share their ideas, innovative practice, strategies and problems; 
· initiate and support a dialogue on contemporary issues among mathematics educators;
· support classroom teachers in their mathematics teaching through the publication of relevant articles and reports of practice;
· report research that can directly inform the teaching and learning of mathematics in primary classrooms.
Target Audience

Teachers of mathematics in primary schools.

Curriculum leaders, consultants, coaches and others with an interest in school mathematics in education authorities and private practice.

Mathematics Education Lecturers.

Primary Teacher Education students.

Content and Emphasis

Mathematics issues related explicitly to teaching and learning in the primary years.

Interpretations of research into the classroom context.

Classroom studies that present a balance across different areas of mathematics, present different ways of viewing mathematics and approaching the teaching of mathematics.

Articles that address current and emerging issues, cross-curricular considerations, and the processes of planning, assessing, recording and reporting mathematics in the primary years.

Reports of mathematical activities and innovative practice from primary classrooms.

The impact and use of technology in the teaching and learning of Mathematics.

Material included in the journal

APMC is primarily a journal for the publication of refereed papers. 

From time to time the journal may include non-refereed sections such as:

Editorial

Letters to the Editor(s)

Reviews of resources (books, software, etc.) and equipment

Annotated lists of useful websites

Classoom activities (e.g., as centre pull-out pages)

Opinion pieces

The peer-review process

· All submitted papers are first considered by the editor(s) of the journal.

· A ‘blind’ copy of the paper is forwarded to at least one referee. The nature of the response determines the nature of further action. 

· In order to reach a decision, the Editor(s) will seek a response from a further referee if the first response is at odds with that of the editor(s).

· The decision, along with any advice deemed necessary, is then conveyed to the author by the editor(s).

· The paper will either:

· be accepted OR
· require major re-writing along the lines of the advice provided by the editor(s) before it can be reconsidered by the editor(s) OR
· be rejected. 
· Where minor amendments are needed, these changes are carried out by the editor(s).

Referees

These are mathematics educators (teachers, lecturers, consultants etc.) with recognised expertise in particular areas relevant to the contents of the journal. They are identified by the Editor(s) and agree to act in this role as part of their contribution to the profession. 

Criteria for refereeing papers

Papers must:

· be effective in communicating with teachers of mathematics in the primary years;
· relate to at least one of the areas of content and emphasis outlined above;
· be of a professional quality in terms of coherence, grammar and spelling.
Frequency, style and size of publication

4 issues per year

32 pages + cover

A4 size

Roles and responsibilities

The AAMT Office will:

· receive and log articles submitted for publication and forward these promptly to the editor(s);

· send an acknowledgement of receipt of the manuscript to the author;

· support editors’ and others efforts to solicit contributions;

· manage the production and printing of the journal;

· provide copies of the journal to authors, members of the editorial panel and publishers of books that are reviewed;

· provide other support to the editor(s) as requested from time to time.

The Editor(s) will:

· liaise with the AAMT Professional Officer and other AAMT staff;

· meet deadlines negotiated for the publication of the journal;

· liaise with the editors of other AAMT journals as necessary;

· prepare a written report by the end of November for presentation to AAMT Council held in January of each following year;

· be responsible for editing initial copy;

· liaise with the AAMT Office on matters concerning layout and presentation of material;

· comment and advise on the overall “look” of the journal;

· undertake the running and coordination of the peer review process for articles;

· write an editorial for each edition of the journal;

· produce four editions of APMC per year;

· be the final arbiters of what is published in the journal – subject to compliance with Australian law, this Policy and the AAMT constitution;

· ensure the journal is of the highest possible quality within the constraints of budget and time;

· seek and solicit contributions as necessary;

· liaise with the Affiliated Associations and AA journal editors as necessary;

· help and advise novice writers as appropriate.

The Editorial Panel will:

· be available to the Editors for specific consultation and comment on APMC;

· act as peer reviewers for papers presented for publication in APMC;

· consist of six to ten mathematics teachers and educators, representative of the target audiences and the states and territories of Australia;

· have a membership term of no more than two years,

· actively seek contributions to APMC and, where appropriate, act as mentors for writers seeking support in the preparation of papers.

Guidelines for submitting papers

Manuscripts must be submitted in electronic form as .doc, .docx (Microsoft Word) or .rtf (rich text). Due to some software and/or cross-platform issues, it is also advisable to submit an additional electronic copy as .pdf to ensure that the integrity of mathematical symbols and diagrams is maintained. 

Any images (photographs or scans) to accompany the article must be of a suitably high quality (at least 300 dpi) and any necessary permissions must have been obtained for their use. (If required, a permission form is available on the AAMT website.) These should also be submitted as separate original electronic files (.pdf, .jpg, .tif, .png, etc.)

AAMT referencing styles are based on APA styles. Examples of the preferred styles are given below. For more information on APA referencing, please see www.apastyle.org.

AAMT Inc. (2001). VC2001: Information for presenters. Accessed 3 May 2001 at http://www.aamt.edu.au/vc/2001.

Cameron, M. J. (1983). Heritage mathematics. North Melbourne: Hargreen.

Watson, J. M. (1984). Individualised teaching and learning in tertiary mathematics. In P. Costello et al. (Eds), Facets of Australian mathematics education, pp. 198–201. Adelaide: Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers Inc.

Williams, J. (1987). Teaching absolute value for the Higher School Certificate. Australian Senior Mathematics Journal 1(1), 3–10.

Inside the body of the paper, articles, monographs, etc. should be referred to by the author’s name and year, e.g., “…according to Williams (1987)…”, etc.

All authors must complete an AAMT Author’s Warranty and submit it with their unpublished manuscript (scanned or faxed copies are acceptable, or hard copies can be mailed to the AAMT office).

Every manuscript received will be promptly acknowledged. Authors planning to submit articles might find it useful to read “A New Journal! Well … Maybe” in The Australian Mathematics Teacher, 42 (4), 1986, available on the AAMT website.

Copyright

Copyright of all published papers shall normally be vested in the Australian Association of Mathematics Teachers Inc. as agreed in the Author’s Warranty. For more details, authors can download the AAMT Warranty form from www.aamt.edu.au/Publications-and-statements/Journals. In the case of a manuscript not being accepted for publication, any agreement between the author(s) and the AAMT outlined in the Warranty shall be considered null and void.

Advertising

For information about advertising rates and conditions, go to http://www.aamt.edu.au/Publications-and-statements/Journals/Advertising-rates or write to the Publications and Promotions Officer, AAMT, GPO Box 1729, Adelaide SA 5001; email office@aamt.edu.au; or phone (08) 83630288.

Reprint information

Request for reprint permission should be directed to the Publications and Promotions Officer. General permission is granted to subscribers of the journal for non-commercial reproduction in limited quantities of an individual article, provided a complete reference is made of the source.

The AAMT has also authorised the Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) to act as its agent.

